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+1 COMMON QUARTERLY EXAM - 2019 

ENGLISH 
Part – I 

I. Synonyms: 

   1. c) chanting   2. d) satisfy        3. b) offender 

   Antonyms: 

    4. d) logical     5. c) modern      6. a) timid  
7. c) phy-si-cal – Tri-syllabic word 
8. b) Universal Serial Bus      9. c) phase 

10. d) fantastic + fabulous    11. b) a particular style 
12. b) life story of a person written by someone else 
13. d) visited               14. b) appearance   

15. c) didn’t they?       16. b) about 
17. c) algae                  18. d) who 

19. a) lab                      20. d) unfair behaviour 
 

Part – II 

II. Answer any seven of the following. 

i) Poem Comprehension questions 
21. a) The snake's fangs denote the poet's laugh that is 

reflected in the mirror.  b) Simile 
22. a) The speaker talking to his son (Poet’s son) 
       b) The poet has learnt to laugh artificially. 

23.  a) The athletes play so rough. 
 b) Because everyone wants to win. 
24. a) Gambol is run or jump happily. 

      b) Rhyming words: radium-stadium. 
25. a)  The poet is seated in a grove. b) The poet feels 

sad thoughts while enjoying the beauty of nature. 
26.  a) The poet noticed that the twigs expand to catch 

the breezy air. b) that - there 
 

ii) Do as directed 
27.  Mani said that he could write a story. 

28.  Jane Austen wrote this novel. 
29.  Were I the Head master, I would appoint you as a teacher. 
30. My neighbour was an influential person but he 

refused to help me. 
 

Part – III 

III. Answer any seven of the following. 

i) Reference of the context 

31. Context : The above lines are taken from the poem 
“Confessions of a born spectator” written by    
‘Ogden Nash’ 

 Explanation: In this poem the poet wants to be a 
mere spectator of sports. His own spirit is weak and 
shy. So he confesses that he is glad that he is neither 

a sportsman nor an athlete. He always wants to be a 
spectator but not a participant. 

 Comment : The poet is very firm in his stand. 

32. Context : The above lines are taken from the poem 
“Once Upon a Time” written by ‘Gabriel Okara’, a 

Nigerian poet. 
  Explanation : Here the poet expresses people shake 

their hands without any involvement nowadays. 

They shake hands just for formality. 
 Comment : The poet describes  the nature of 

people who expresses fake intimacy.  

33. Context: The given lines are from the poem  “Lines written 
in Early Spring” written by ‘William Wordsworth’. 

 Explanation : This line explains the poet’s sad feeling 
of human beings’ activity.  He worries about “what 

man has made of man”.   
Comment : The poet becomes sad to think of what 
man has made of man. 
 

ii) Answer the questions 
34. The author’s grandfather wore a big turban and loose 

fitting clothes. His long white beard covered his 
chest. He looked at least hundred years old. 

 

35. At the time of her arrival, Mary Kom had time to take 
rest. And also she kept telling herself that she could 

face anyone in the ring. This made her feel confident 
about the competitive players. 

 

36.  Human beings forget things because they wish to forget 
them. In this way, psychologists interpret forgetfulness. 

 

ii) Answer three of the following. 

37. Describing process: Vegetable salad 
 Peel the cucumber and wash in normal water 

along with the tomato. 
 Cut the beet root, tomato and cucumber into rings. 
 Sprinkle some salt and chaat masala. 
 Serve this nutritional salad with any meal. 
 You can add your choice of vegetables such as 

onion, carrot, radish, etc. 
38.   This data shows about the weather report. 

 Ooty is one of the coolest place of all. 

 There is no rainfall in Chennai and Vellore. 
 

39.  Student: May I come in, sir? 
 Teacher: Yes, Why do you come late? 
 Student:  My bus broke down sir. 

 Teacher: Don’t say silly reasons.  
 Student: It is true sir. Many of my friends come late today. 
 Teacher: Try to come earlier.  
40. a) steady   b) covet   c) manners 

 

Part – IV 

IV. Answer the following 

41. a) The Portrait of a Lady – Khushwant Singh 
 The author’s parents had gone to the city. 
 So the author was left with his grandmother in the village. 
 The grandmother accompanied the author to school. 
 Later they went to the city and joined with their parents.  
 She spent her time feeding food to the sparrows there. 
 She did not feel sentimental when the author went 

abroad for his higher education. 
 She is ready to face her own death boldly.   
 She was strong-minded.  
 Even the sparrows refused to eat on her death. 
b) Forgetting – Robert Lynd 

 In his essay on ‘Forgetting’ Robert Lynd gives a 
number of examples of efficient human memory.  

 A modern man keeps many things in his memory; 
names of actors, actresses, sports persons, addresses of 
friends, appointments for lunch and dinner and 

telephone numbers.  

 In his everyday living, he does everything he has to do.  

 He switches off the light before going to bed. 

 But despite such efficient memory, man forgets to 
take medicines regularly, post letters in time and keep 

umbrellas, walking sticks and books in mind. 
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42.  a) Once upon a time – Gabriel Okara 
 Gabriel Okara addressed this poem to his son.  
 Once the people laughed whole heartedly. 
 Now they shake hands without hearts. 
 They invited their friends without any sincerity. 
 The poet has learnt to change faces according to 

different situations. He has learnt to laugh artificially. 
 The artificial smile of the poet made his teeth look 

in the mirror like those of a snake.  
 The poet wanted his son to show how to laugh. 
b) Confessions of a born Spectator – Ogden Nash 
 Ogden Nash, the poet is a determined spectator.  
 His own spirit is weak and shy.   
 He confesses that he is glad that he is neither a 

sportsman nor an athlete.  
 He admires the talents of sportsmen and athletes.  
 He regrets the zealous athletes who do not care for others.  
 He feels that good sense and caution win over ego.  
 He thanks the modest physiques of athletes. 

 Ultimately he is satisfied that he himself is not an athlete. 

43.  a) After Twenty Years – O. Henry 
 Bob and Jimmy were friends. They parted each other. 
 They made a pact to meet again after twenty years. 
 At the appointed time, Bob waited outside a 

hardware store. A policeman enquired him. 
 Bob explained the pact and waited for Jimmy wells. 
 Later a tall man came to meet Bob.  
 Bob mistook him Jimmy Wells.  
 Actually, Bob learnt that his old friend Jimmy was 

the police officer  
 Bob was a criminal. Jimmy Wells did not want to arrest him. 
 So he sent another police officer to do the work. 
 Thus Jimmy wells was duty-conscious.   
b) The first Patient – C.V.Burgess 

 A few patients are sitting in the waiting room of a 
dentist’s clinic. 

 The dentist arrives and calls Joe the first patient into 
his room.   

 The nurse comes out, goes into another room and 
brings a hammer.   

 The patients hear the noise of hammering from the room.   

 The patients hear the noise of sawing.  

 So everyone leaves the waiting room.  

 Joe’s wife is scared and she begins to weep. 

 The doctor has missed the key and  tries to open the 
cabin with the hammer, pliers and hacksaw.   

 Thus the play is full of humour. 
 

44. Summary or making notes:  

Summary 
Rough Copy – 1 mark 

Suitable title – 1 mark 
Fair copy      – 3 marks 

Note making 
Title           – 1 mark 

Sub titles    – 2 mark  
Key point under each sub 

title             – 2 marks 
          

45. Letter writing   

                            27A, Valluvar Street, 
Karur.  

                                                      13 September  2019. 

Dear Valli, 
Well and wish to hear the same from you. Here I am 
fine. Yesterday we saw a wonderful movie 2.0. This  is 

one of the best movie in recent times. The movie is a 
science fiction that takes the commercial route to 

entertain us.  South films and filmmakers seem to have 
a handle on out-of-the-box ideas for cinema. Director 
Shankar has experimented with such high-concept 

movies like Robot. There are several moments in the 
movie that are quite memorable too. The sight of 

mobiles covering up an entire road, a forest and forming 
the giant eagle, are most certainly ‘wow’ worthy.  

Yours lovingly, 

Divya,  

(OR) 

Importance of Water Conservation 

By, XXX, XI-A 
Water is the first need for any one and water 

conservation is the important topic today. It simply 
means making use of water in an appropriate and 
judicious manner. Since our lives depend entirely on 

water, it is our duty to conserve it and how we can 
contribute to it.  
To your knowledge , 97% of our planet is covered with 

salt water, but we cannot use it for drinking. In the rest  
of 3%, 2% is in the form of glaciers and ice caps. So, we 

only have 1% left. Now you can feel, why water 
conservation is very important to us. Everyone should 
know how to save water. Water can be conserved 

through rainwater harvesting. Digging lakes and ponds 
to collect the water, and then installing filtration systems 
to use it can be a great help. Our responsibility should 

be not to pollute and abuse water.   
 

46. i) Error spotting 
a) I have been living here since 2010. 
b) Copper is a useful metal. 

c) Though I was rich, I kept quiet.  
d) Balu is junior to me. 
e) I need your advice in this matter.  (OR) 

ii) Fill in the blanks. 
a) Varun’s adopted daughter adapted well to the 

new situation. 
b) We used to visit our grandparents every 

Sunday, when we lived in India. 

d) I can lift this rock with ease. 
d) If you have entry pass, you can get in. 

 

47. Poem Comprehension 
1. Success begins with a fellow’s will 

2. Will power determines one’s success or failure. 
3. One should think high to rise in life. 
4. When we have got to be sure of ourselves, we can be 

sure of winning a prize. 
5. Yes. this statement is right. (OR) 

General Comprehension 

a) The pearl is considered as one of the most beautiful jewels. 
b) It is the one gem that is not dug up from a mine in 

the earth. 
c) It is grown in the shell of an oyster. 
d) The oyster made the pearl for its self-protection. 

e) To protect itself from the object like a grain of sand, 
the oyster begins to cover the object  with a thick 
fluid which is secreted in its own body. 
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